EARLY MOVEMENTS OF THE WAR
last years of it in deeper gloom.   He turned from
his public and private griefs to the consolation or
the anodyne of an intense activity.   The close of his
career, as was noted by Nugent, affords a curious
parallel to that of Falkland with whose character his
own had so much in common.   Both men were
devoted patriots, with an entirely disinterested love
of their country, and both were men of great personal
charm and noble disposition.   It was one of the
ironies of the political occasion that when war came
they should have been found in opposing camps.
Falkland after many misgivings had finally attached
himself to the King, had accepted the Secretaryship
of State in January, 1642, and thereafter until his
death was constantly in the royal counsels.   He no
less than Hampden was desolated at the approach of
war, but once it had been undertaken he was as
active in furthering its prosecution for the King as
Hampden was for the Parliament.   And like Hamp-
den, in spite of his eager activity, he was haunted
by the misery of it all.   € From the entrance into
this unnatural war,' says Clarendon, c his natural
cheerfulness and vivacity grew clouded, and a kind
of sadness and dejection of spirit stole upon him,
which he had never been used to. ...  When there
was any overture or hope of peace, he would be more
erect and vigorous, and exceedingly solicitous to press
any thing which he thought might promQte it, and
sitting amongst his friends often, after a deep silence
and frequent sighs, would, with a shrill and sad
accent,  ingeminate  the  word  Peace,   Peace,   and
would passionately profess that the very agony of
the war, and the view of the calamities and desolation
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